Organ Donation and Transplantation

What the Media Needs to Know

Factual information is the most important issue in any story, but misinformation about organ and tissue donation can cost lives.  This is especially true considering the number of myths about donation and transplantation circulating in our society.  Any story that mentions organ and tissue donation or transplantation is an opportunity for vitally needed public education.

Together we can increase public awareness and serve our communities. 

· Fact: More than 22,000 African Americans, 12,000 Latinos, 4,000 Asians, and 2,000 other non-Caucasians are on the national waiting list.  More than 6,000 people are on the waiting list for organs in Texas.

· Fact: Experience shows that families are more willing to donate a loved one's organs and tissues if they have talked about it in advance. Talking to your family while alive so they know your wishes helps them make decisions when you die.

Southwest Transplant Alliance can be a resource to you about organ/tissue donation and transplantation.  We can help you understand the issues impacting this life-saving work.

· Fact: Organs are allocated based on the urgency of medical need, not according to a patient's financial, political, social, or celebrity status.  The length of time it takes to receive a transplant can be based on medical criteria like blood type, height and weight, and time spent waiting.

· Fact: Donation is not discussed until all efforts to save a life have failed.  If someone is sick, injured and/or admitted to a hospital, the first priority is to save that person’s life.  If all possible efforts to save a patient’s life have failed, and two physicians have tested the patient and certified that death has occurred, a family is then asked about giving the gift of life through organ and tissue donation.

We have one important request of the media…Please include a “For more information” notation at the end of a story about donation or transplantation.  For example: “For more information, please contact Southwest Transplant Alliance at 800-788-8058.”  Similarly you can refer people to our website: www.organ.org.  Thank you in advance and we look forward to working with you to save lives.

